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DEATH A GENERIO TERM, 91

Stuart says, *“ I see no philological escape from the conclusion
that death, in the sense of penalty for sin in its full measure,
must be regarded as the meaning of the writer here.”” The
same may be said of many other passages of Scripture, where
the term death is used.

According to this exposition, the death threatened as the
penalty of transgression embraces all the evils we suffer in
this life and in eternity; among which the dissolution of the
body is not one of the worst. Indeed, some writers will not
admit that this was included at all in the penalty. Such, of
course, find no difficulty in the geological statement that literal
death preceded man’s existence. But from the declaration
in 1 Cor. xv, 22, ¢ As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall
all be made alive,”’ it seems difficult to avoid the conclusion,
that the death of the body was brought in upon the race by
Adam’s transgression. According to Taylor’s view, however,
we might reasonably suppose that what constituted the death
threatened to Adam was not the going out of the world, but
the manner of going, and that, had he continued holy, a change
of worlds might have taken place, but it would not have been
death.

Now, there are some facts, both in experience and revelation,
that give to these views an air of probability. One is, the
mild character of death in many cases, when attended by only
a few of the circumstances above enumerated, as constituting
its essence. I believe that experience sustains the conclusion
already drawn as to the inferior animals, when not aggravated
by human cruelty. Pain is about the only circumstance that
gives it the character of severity; and this is usually short, and
not anticipated. Nor can it be doubted, as a general fact,
that, as we descend along the scale of animals, we find the
sensibility to suffering diminish. But in the human family we
find examples still more to the point. In all those cases in
which there is little or no disease, and a man in venerable old
age feels the powers of life gradually give way, and the func-
tions are feebly performed, until the heart at length ceases to
beat, and the lungs to heave, death is merely the quiet and
unconscious termination of the scene, so far as the physical
nature is concerned. The brain partakes of the gradual
decay, and thus the man is scarcely conscious of the failure of
his powers, because his sensibilities are so blunted; and there-
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