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geologist, still survive: and this he endeavours to prove from
the Bible. For this purpose he quotes the passage in Psalms,
*“ though thou hast sore broken us in the place of dragons, and
covered us with the shadow of death.””  His exposition of
this text is much in the style of that already given from Cat-
cott. Following that writer and Hutchinson, he endeavours
to show, by still more fanciful interpretation, that the phrase
‘“ windows of heaven,” in Genesis, means cracks and volcanie
rents in the earth, through which air and water rushed in-
wardly and outwardly with such violence as to tear the crust
to pieces. This was the effect of the increasing waters of the
deluge; the bringing together of these comminuted particles
so as to form the present strata, was the work of the subsiding
waters.

These views will seem very strange to those not familiar
with the history of geology. But we shall find their origin, if
a few facts be stated respecting what has been called the
physico-theological school of writers, that originated with one
Hutchinson, in the beginning of the eighteenth century. He
was a disciple of the distinguished cosmogonist Woodward.
But he attacked the views of his master, as well as those of
Sir Isaac Newton on gravitation, in a work which he published
in twelve octavo volumes, entitled ¢ Moses’s Principia.” He there
maintains that the Scriptures, when rightly understood, con-
tain a complete system of natural philosophy.

This dogma, advocated by Hutchinson with the most intol-
erant spirit, constitutes the leading peculiarity of the physico-
theological school, and has been very widely adopted, and has
exerted a most pernicious influence both upon religion and
upon science. It is painful, therefore, to find so learned and
excellent a man as Mr. Kirby so deeply imbued with it, so
long after its absurdity had been shown again and again, It
is devoutly to be wished that the cabalistic dreams of Hutchin-
gonianism are not to be extensively revived in our day. And,
indeed, suchis the advanced state of hermeneutical knowledge,
that we have little reason to fear it. Nevertheless its leaven
is yet by no means thoroughly purged out from the literary
community.

It was one of the settled principles of the physico-theologi-
cal school, that, since the creation, the earth has undergone no
important change peneath the surface, except at the deluge,



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1851-Hitchcock-RelGeol/README.htm


