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have resort to a comet's impinging against the earth, and

throwing the waters of the ocean over the land. But they
were not aware that comets are mere vapour. Others suppose

(and surely theirs is the most plausible theory) that the eleva

tion of the bed of some ocean, by volcanic agency, threw its

waters over the adjoining continents, and the mighty wave thus

produced would not stop till it had swept over all other conti

nents and islands. But in this case, it is evident that the

continent first overflowed must have been left dry before the

wave had reached other continents, so that, in fact, all parts
of the earth would not have been enveloped simultaneously;
and besides, how unlike such a violent rushing of the waters

over the land is the Scriptural account! In short, so unsatis.

factory have been most of the theories to account for the water

requisite to produce a universal deluge, that most writers have

resorted, in the end, to miraculous agency to obtain it. And

that, in fact, is the most satisfactory mode of getting over this

difficulty, if the Scriptures unequivocally teach the universality
of the deluge.
A second objection to such a universality is, the difficulty

of providing for the animals in the ark.

Calculations have indeed been made, which seemed to show
that the ark was capacious enough to hold the pairs and sep
tuples of all the species. But, unfortunately, the number of

species assumed to exist by the calculators was vastly below
the truth. It amounted only to three or four hundred; where
as the actual number already described by zoologists is not
less than one hundred and fifty thousand; and the probable
number existing on the globe is not less than half a million.
And for the greater part of these must provision have been
made, since most of them inhabit either the air or the dry
land. A thousand species of mammalia, six thousand species
of birds, two thousand species of reptiles, and one hundred
and twenty thousand species of insects are already described,
and must have been provided with space and food. Will any
one believe this possible, in a vessel not more than four hundred
and fifty feet long, seventy-five feetbroad, and forty-five feethigh?
The third and most important objection to this universality

of the deluge is derived from the facts brought to light by
modern science, respecting the distribution of animals and

plants on the globe.
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