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168 GEOLOGICAL PROOFS OF DIVINE BENEVOLENCE,

burst forth; red-hot stones will be driven furiously upward ;
vapour, and smoke, and flames will be poured out, and the
dark and jagged sides of that vast furnace will glow with un-
earthly splendour; and here and there will lakes of liquid lava
appear, one or two miles in extent, heaving up their billows,
and dashing their fiery spray high into the air. O, there is
not on earth a livelier emblem of the world of despair; and yet
we know it is not the lake which burneth with fire and brim-
stone, nor the abode of lost spirits. We know it to be only
one of the safety-valves of our globe, and an exhibition of that
mighty agency within the globe which has heaved and dis-
located its ecrust; and, therefore, as we gaze upon the scene,
and forget our fatigue and sleep, we experience only the emo-
tions of awful sublimity, which can hardly fail to rise into
adoration of that infinite Being who can say, even to this
agency, Thus far shalt thou go, and no farther,

These are samples only of these delightful emotions which
he experiences, who possesses a taste for natural scenery. And
kindred emotions will be awakened within him, wherever he
wanders among the works of God. They form some of the
purest and most satisfying pleasures which this world affords.
They constitute pleasant oases along the dreary journey of
life; and so deeply does memory engrave them on her tablet,
that no change of time or circumstances can hide them from
our view. Now, it is obvious that if the Author of nature and
of the human soul had been malevolent, instead of making
every thing which man meets in creation ‘‘beauty to his eye,
and music to his ear,’’ he would have made all offensive and
painful. Instead of the delightful emotions of beauty and
sublimity which now rise within us as we open our eyes upon
nature, feelings of aversion and fear would haunt us, Every
sound would have been discordant, and every sight terrific.
He could not have been even indifferent to our happiness, when
he commissioned those desolating agencies of nature, fire and
water, to ridge up and furrow out the earth’s surface as the
groundwork of the future landscape. For he has taken care
that the result should be a scene productive of pleasure only
to the soul that is in a healthy state. Benevolence only, in-
finite benevolence, could have done this.

My third argument in favour of the divine benevolence is foun-
ded on the arrangements for the distribution of water on the globe.
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