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to the height, some of them at least, of sixteen hundred feet,
and pour forth melted lava, turning rivers out of their course,

and spreading terrific desolation over a late fertile plain, and

for ever excluding its former inhabitants. Such was the eruption,

by which Jorullo, in Mexico, was suddenly thrown up, in 1759.

Still more terrific have been some of the eruptions in Ice

land. In 1783, earthquakes of tremendous power shook the

whole island, and flames burst forth from the ocean. In June

these ceased, and Shaptar Jokul opened its mouth; nor did it

close till it had poured forth two streams of lava, one sixty
miles long, twelve miles broad, and the other forty miles long,
and seven broad, and both with an average thickness of one

hundred feet. During that summer the inhabitants saw the

sun no more, and all Europe was covered with a haze.
Around the Papandayang, one of the loftiest mountains in

Java, no less than forty villages were reposing in peace. But
in August, 1772, a remarkable luminous cloud enveloping
its top aroused them from their security. But it was too
late. For at once the mountain began to sink into the earth,
and soon it had disappeared with the forty villages, and most
of the inhabitants, over a space fifteen miles long and six
broad. Still more extraordinary, the most remarkable on
record, was an eruption in Sumbawa, one of the Molucca
islands, in 1815. It began on the fifth day of April, and did
not cease till July. The explosions were heard in one direc
tion nine hundred and seventy miles, and in another seven
hundred and twenty miles. So heavy was the fall of ashes at
the distance of forty miles that houses were crushed and de

stroyed. The floating cinders in the ocean, hundreds of miles
distant, were two feet thick, and vessels were forced through
them with difficulty. The darkness in Java, three hundred
miles distant, was deeper than the blackest night; and finally,
out of the twelve thousand inhabitants of the island, only
twenty-six survived the catastrophe.

Now, if we confine our views to such facts as these, we can

hardly avoid the conclusion that earthquakes and volcanoes are
terrific exhibitions of God's displeasure towards a fallen and

guilty world. But if it can be shown that the volcanic agency
exerts a salutary influence in preserving the globe from ruin,

nay, is essential to such preservation, we must regard its in
cidental destruction of property and life as no evidence of a
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