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132 GEOLOGICAL PROOFB OF DIVINE BENEVOLENCE.

matical researches of Baron Fourier have demonstrated that,
even though the internal parts of the globe are in an incan-
descent state, beneath a crust thirty or forty miles, the tem-
perature at the surface has long since ceased to be aflected by
the melted central mass; that it is not now more than one
seventeenth of a degree higher than it would be if the interior
were ice; and that hundreds of thousands of years will not see
it lowered, from this cause, more than the seventeenth part of
a degree. And as to the apprehension that the entire crust of
the globe may be broken through, and fall into the melted
matter beneath, just reflect what solidity and strength there
must be in a mass of hard rock from fifty to one hundred
miles in thickness, and your fears of such a catastrophe will
probably vanish,

Now, such a uniformity of climate and security from gen-
eral ruin are essential to the comfort and existence of animal
nature. But it must have required infinite wisdom and bene-
volence so to arrange and balance the mighty elements of
change and ruin which exist in the earth, that they should
hold one another in check, and make the world a quiet, un-
changed, and secure dwelling-place for so many thousands
of years. Surely that wisdom must have been guided by
infinite benevolence. And it would seem from geology that
the same union of wisdom and benevolence have always
arranged the past conditions of the earth. For, during each

' of the periods of organic existence, uniformity and security
seemed to have prevailed so long as the purposes of the Deity
required. In early times, indeed, when animals were mostly
confined to the waters, it was not necessary that the dry land
should be as exempt as at present from catastrophes; and
probably they were then more frequent; and it may be that,
while there were uniformity and security in one portion of the
globe, or in one element, there might have been disturbance
and desolation in others. And it is doubtful whether such
general quiet has ever prevailed for so long a time as
during the present, or historic period. We see a reason for
this in the fact that never before were so wany animals in
existence, with a structurd so delicate and complicated.

Such are the evidences of divine benevolence, drawn from
& field at first view most unpromising. And yet, when we
come to look beyond the surface, where do we find more de-
cisive or more numerous indications of God’s beneficence?




	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1851-Hitchcock-RelGeol/README.htm


