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find one part clashing with another part; no laws, governing
one portion of creation, different from those governing the
others. Amid nature’s infinitely diversified productions and
operations we find but one original model or pattern. As Dr.
Paley finely expresses it, ¢ We never get amongst such origi-
nal or totally different modes of existence as to indicate that
we are come into the province of a different Creator, or under
the direction of a different will.”” All appears to have been
the work of one mighty mind, capable of devising and creating
the vast system so perfectly that every part shall beautifully
harmonize with every other part; a mind capable of holding in
its capacious grasp at once the entire system, and seeing the
rclation and dependence of all its parts, from the minutest
atom up to the mightiest world. In short, the unity of design
which pervades all creation is perfect, more so than we witness
in the most finished machine of human construetion; for

‘¢ In human works, though laboured on with pain,
A thousand movements scarce one object gain;
In God's, one single can its end produce,

Yet serves to second too some other use.”

Such are the wonderful contrivance, adaptation, and design
which the material world evcry where exhibits., But the geo-
logist carries us back through periods of immense antiquity,
and digs out from the deep strata evidences of other systems
of organic life, which have flourished and passed away; other
economies, which have existed on the globe anterior to the
present. And how was it with these ?. Had they any relation
to the existing system? Were they governed by different
laws, or are they all but parts of one great and harmonious
system, embracing the whole of the earth’s past duration ?
We could not decide these questions beforehand; but geology
brings to light unequivocal evidence that the latter supposition
is the true one; that is, in the language of the poet,

‘“ All are but parts of one stupendous whole,
Whose body nature is, and God the soul.”
»

T‘f present the evidence of this conclusion will be my object in
this lecture,

In the first place, the laws of chemistry and crystallography,

electﬁc.icy and magnelism, have cver been the same in oll past
condstions of the earth.
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