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reptile.' 'Among these degraded races, that of the footless

serpent, which goeth upon its belly, has long been noted by the

theologian as a race typical, in its condition and nature, of an

order of hopelessly degraded beings, borne down to the dust

by a clinging curse; and curiously enough, when the first com

parative anatomists in the world give their readiest and most

prominent instance of degradation among the divisions of the
natural world, it is this very order of footless reptiles that they
select.'

Among the invertebrate animals are numerous examples of
the deterioration of a race. M. Alcide D'Orbigny, one of the

most accomplished of living paleontologists, in his Cours
Elemenaire de Paleontologie et de Geologie, speaks as follows
of the cephalopods found in the oldest rocks: "See, then, the
result; the cephalopods, the most perfect of the mollusks, which
lived in the early period of the world, show a progress of de

gradation in their generic forms. We insist on this fact rela
tive to the cephalopods, which we shall hereafter compare
with the less perfect classes of mollusks, since it must lead to
the conclusion that the mollusks, as to their classes, have

certainly retrograded from the compound to the simple, or
from the more to the less perfect."

Such facts as these are absolutely fatal to the hypothesis of

development; and geology abounds with them. Indeed,

through all her archives, we search in vain for facts that show

any thing like a passage of one species, genus, or family, into
another. Certain distinct types characterize the different
formations up to a certain period, when there is a sudden

change; and in the subsequent strata we find animals and

plants entirely different from those that have disappeared.
The new races are, indeed, often of a higher grade than
those that preceded them, but could not have sprung from
them.

The true theory of animal and vegetable existence on our

globe appears to be this: Such natures were placed upon the
earth as were adapted to its varying condition. When the
earliest group was created, such were the climate, the atmos

phere, the waters, and the means of subsistence, that the lower
tribes were best adapted to the condition of things. That

group occupied the earth till such changes had occurred as to
make it unsuited to their natures, and consequently they died
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