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312 THE FUTURE CONDITION OF THE EARTH.

dwelling of sinless creatures, in full converse and friendship
with the Being who made them.”” ¢¢ Man, at the first, had for
his place this world, and at the same time, for his privilege,
an unclouded fellowship with God, and for his prospect an im-
mortality, which death was neither to intercept nor put an end
to. He was terrestrial in respect to condition, and yet celes-
tial, both in respect of character and enjoyments.

‘¢ The common imagination that we have of paradise on the
other side of death, is that of a lofty aerial region, where
the inmates float in ether, or are mysteriously suspended upon
nothing; where all the warm and sensible accompaniments,
which gives such an expression of strength, and life, and colour-
ing to our present habitation, are attenuated into a sort of
spiritual element, that is meagre and imperceptible, and utterly
uninviting to the eye of mortals here below? where every ves-
tige of materialism is done away, and nothing left but certain
unearthly scenes, that have no power of allurement, and cer-
tain unearthly ecstacies with which it is felt impossible to sym-
pathize, The holders of this imagination forget all the while
that there is no necessary connection between materialism and
sin; that the world which we now inhabit had all the solidity
and amplitude of its present materialism before sin entered
into it; that God, so far, on that account, from looking slightly
upon it, after it had received the last touch of his creating
hand, reviewed the earth, and the waters, and the firmament,
and all the green herbage, with the living creatures, and the
man whom he had raised in domirion over them, and ¢ he saw
every thing that he had made, and behold, it was all very good.”
They forget that, on the birth of materialism, when it stood out
in the freshness of those glories which the great Architect of
nature had impressed upon it, that * the morning stars sang
together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy.,”” They for-
get the appeals that are every where made in the Bible to his
material workmanship, and how, from the face of these visible
heavens, and the garniture of this earth which we tread upon,
the greatness and goodness of God are reflected on the view of
his worshippers. No, my brethren, the object of the adminis-
tration we sit under is to extirpate sin, but it is not to sweep
away materialism. By the convulsions of the last day it may
be shaken and broken down from its present arrangement,
aud thrown into such fitful agitations as that the whole of its
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