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miracula, ullum diem fuisse quo non cuncta confiagrarent.

Lyell's Principles of Geology, b. ii, chap. xx, vol. ii.

"As a consequence of the refrigeration of the centre and

crust of the globe," says D'Orbigny, "the withdrawment of

matter has produced elevations and depressions on the consoli

dated crust; to which movements, in connection with those of

the waters, we must impute the complete destruction of the

existing fauna. These dislocations have brought about at each

epoch changes of level in the consolidated beds and in the

seas. And after a period of agitation, more or less prolonged,
after each of these geological revolutions, different beings have

been created to cover anew and enliven the surface of the

earth.-Uours Elementaire Paelontologie, p. 148.

All geologists, then, agree that the elements of the earth's

final conflagration are contained within its bosom or upon its

surface. At present, these elements are so bound down by

counteracting agencies, that all is quiet and security. But let

the fiat of the Almighty go forth for their liberation, and the

scenes of the last day, as described in the Bible, will com-

mence. The ploughshare of ruin will be driven onward, until

this fair world is all ingulfed, and no trace of organic life re

mains. Yet to him who realizes that the destruction is only
a necessary preparation for a brighter world, which will emerge
from the ruins of the present; that, when the matter of the

globe has been purified, its surface shall be covered with new

and lovelier forms of beauty, surrounded by a still more bland

and balmy atmosphere, and inhabited by sinless and immor

tal beings; to him who realizes all this, the desolation will put
on the aspect of a glorious transformation.

In the second place, still deeper will be this impression,
when we recollect that similar transmutations have already
been experienced by the earth with an improvement of its con

dition. There is no evidence that the entire surface of the
earth has ever undergone a complete fusion since organic life
first appeared upon it. But we have reason to think that,

frequently, at least, when one race of animals and plants has

disappeared from the earth, it has been the result of violent

catastrophes, proceeding from the elevation or subsidence of

continents or chains of mountains. Says Agassiz, "A very
remarkable, and, perhaps, the most surprising fact is, that the

appearance of the chains of mountains, and the inequa1iti&8 of
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