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extremes of heat and cold? And are we authorized to draw
such an inference? The Scriptures have, indeed, left us very
much in the dark as to the specific nature of the future

glorified body, which Paul calls a spiritual body. He does

not mean that it is composed of spirit, for then it would not

differ from the soul itself, by which it is to be animated. He

certainly means that it is composed of matter; unless, indeed,

there be in the universe a third substance, distinct both from
matter and spirit. But of the existence of such a substance
we have no positive evidence; and, therefore, must conclude
the spiritual body to be matter; called spiritual, probably, be..
cause eminently adapted to form the immortal residence of

pure spirit.
Yet we learn from the apostle's description that it is not com

posed of flesh and blood, which, he says, cannot inherit the

kingdom of God; neither is it capable of decay, like our pres
ent bodies. Indeed, the illustration which he derives from the

decay and germination of a kernel of wheat shows us that the
future body will be as much unlike the present as a stalk of
wheat is different from the seed whence it sprang; and, in ap
pearance, scarcely any two things are more unlike. Hence we

may suppose the resurrection body of the righteous to be as
different from that which the soul now animates as matter can
be, in its most diverse forms.

Now, the question arises, Do we know of any form of matter
in the present world which remains the same at all tempera
tures, and in all circumstances, which no chemical or mechan
ical agencies can alter? a substance which remains unchanged
in the very heart of the ice around the poles, and in the focus
of a volcano; which remains untouched by the most powerful
re-agents which the chemist can apply, and by the mightiest
forces which the mechanician can bring to bear upon it? It
seems to me that modern science does render the existence ot
such a substance probable, though not cognizable by the senses.
It is the luminiferous ether, that attenuated medium by which

light, and heat, and electricity are transmitted from one part
of the universe to another, by undulations of inconceivable

velocity. This strange fluid, whose existence and action seems
all but demonstrated by the phenomena of light, heat, and

electricity, and perhaps, too, by the resistance experienced by
Incke's, Biela's, and Halley's comets, must possess the extra-
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