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326 THE FUTURE CONDITION OF THE EARTH.

profound, the ¢ Physical Theory of Another Life,’ a work, how-
ever, which makes not the slightest allusion to mesmerism,
The auther supposes such a state of things as I have imagined
in another life to be in existence even now. ‘‘The sensation
of light,”” says he, ¢“is now believed to result from the vibra-
tions, not the emanations, of an elastic fluid, or ether; but this
same element may be capable of another species of vibrations;
or the electric or the magnetic fluids may be susceptible of
some such vibrations; oran element as universally diffused as light
through the universe may be the medium of sonorous undula-
tions, equally rapid and distinct, and serving to connect the
most remote regions of the universe by the conveyance of
sounds, just as the most remote are actually connected by the
passage of light. Yet the sonorous vibrations of this supposed
element may be far too delicate to awaken the ear of man, or.
in fact, of & kind not perceptible by the human auditory nerve.”
“We refuse to allow that a conjecture of this sort is extravagant
or destitute of philosophical probability; on the contrary, con-
sider it as borne out, in a positive sense, by the discoveries of
modern science. Might we then rest for a moment upon an
animating conception (aided by the actual analogy of light)
such as this, namely, that the field of the visible universe is the
theatre of a vast social economy, holding rational intercourse
at great distances? Let us claim leave to indulge the belief,
when we contemplate the starry heavens, that speech, inquiry,
and response, commands and petitions, debate and instruction,
are passing to and fro; or shall the imagination catch the
pealing anthems of praise, at stated seasons, arising from wor-
shippers in all quarters, and flowing on with thundering power,
like the noise of many waters, until it meet and shake the
courts of the central heavens?”’—Physical Theory of Amother
Life, p. 202, 3rd Am. ed.

The second objection to the view which I have presented of
the future destruction and renovation of the earth, as an abode
of the righteous, may be thus stated: Heaven is an unchanging
state; but a world which has been burned up and melted, even
if we might suppose spiritual beings to dwell upon it, must un-
dergo still further change. The radiation of its heat would
form a crust over its surface; the waters, dissipated into vapour,
would be recondensed; volcanic agency would ridge up the
crust into mountains and valleys; and, in short, geological
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