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LECTURE XII.

THE TELEGRAPIIC SYSTEM OF THE UNIVERSE,

IN order to impress some important truth or transaction,
men have sometimes represented surrounding inanimate objects
a8 looking on and witnessing the sceme, or listening to the
words, and ready ever afterwards to open their mouth to tes-
tify to the facts, should man deny them. I know of no writings
from which to derive so striking an illustration of these strong
figurative representations as the sacred Scriptures.

Take, for a first example, the solemn covenant entered into
between Jehovah and the Israelites, in the time of Joshua.
To fix the transaction as firmly as possible in the minds of the
fickle people, he ‘ took a great stone and set it up there under
an oak that was by the sanctuary of the Lord. And Joshua
said unto all the people, Behold, this stone shall be a witness
unto us. For it hath heard all the words of the Lord which
be spake unto us. It shall, therefore, be a witness unto you,
lest ye deny your God.”

In a second example, the prophet Habakkuk describes the
insatiable wickedness of the Chaldeans; and addressing the na-
tion as an individual, he says, ¢ Thou hast consulted shame to
thy house by cutting off many people, and hast sinned against
thy soul. For the stone shall cry out of the wall, and the
beam out of the timber shall answer it.”” Such abominations
bad aroused even the most insensible part of creation, the very
timber and the stone, to life and indignation.

In a third example, the whole multitude of Jews had just
spread their garments upon the ground for Christ to ride over,
they meanwhile erying out, “ Blessed be the King that cometh
in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the
highest. But some of the Pharisees said, Master, rebuke
thy disciples; and he answered and said unto them, If these
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