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other worlds, yea, to the whole universe? Without an accurate
acquaintance with the facts, indeed, it will seem a mere extra-
vagant imagination to say that our most trivial word or action
sends a thrill throughout the whole material universe; but I
see not why sober and legitimate science does not conduct us
to this conclusion. Nay, still further, it teaches us that the
vibrations and changes which our words and actions produce
upon the universe shall never cease their action and reaction
till materialism be no more.

We venture, then, to push this thought of the ingenious
mathematician into another sphere, which he did not enter.
The majority, probably, of the ablest expounders of the Bible
have maintained, as previously shown, that the apostle Peter
most unequivocally teaches us that the new heavens, or atmos-
phere, and the new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness, are
merely our present earth and atmosphere, melted and burned
by the fires of the last day, and fitted up anew, a second and
a lovelier paradise, to be the everlasting abode of holiness and
happiness. Indeed, to attempt to fix any other meaning upon
Peter’s language makes of it a most absurd jumble of literal
and figurative expressions, and produces an inversion of chron-
ological events. But, admitting the literal meaning of the
apostle to be the true one, then those reactions, produced by
our words and conduct upon the present world, shall not be
destroyed by the fires of the last day, but reappear in the new
economy, and modify the pulsations of the new heavens and
the new earth through all eternity.

But even though heaven should be in some other part of
the universe, and not this earth refitted, yet, if it be a material
residence, why, on the principles already explained, should it
not be reached and affected by those vibrations which the laws
of mathematics assure us are now spreading from each individ-
ual, as a centre, through the whole universe? The conflagra-
tion of the earth will alter its chemical constitution, and
convert matter into new forms; but the mechanical character
of the atoms will not be destroyed; and when they emerge
from the final catastrophe, in new and brighter forms, they
may still bear and exhibit the impress of every word and every
action which they now receive.

Such representations as these, 1 am aware, will, upon first
thought, seem to most minds little better than the dreams of
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