
336 THF TELEGRAPHIC SYSTEM OF THE UNIVERSE.

transparent lens, with a screen behind it, it produces an image
of those objects; in other words, what we call vision.

Now, it is this fact, in connection with the progressive mo.

tion of light, that forms the basis of this branch of the argu
ment. Though light moves with such immense velocity, that,

for all practical purposes on earth, it is instantaneous, yet, in

fact, it does occupy a little more than a second for every two

hundred thousand miles which it passes over. Hence a flash

of lightning occurring on earth would not be visible on the

moon till a second and a quarter afterwards; on the sun, till

eight minutes ; at the planet Jupiter, when at its greatest
distance from us, till fifty-two minutes; on Uranus, till two

hours; on Neptune, till four hours and a quarter; on the star
of Vega, of the first magnitude, till forty-five years; on a

star of the eighth magnitude, till one hundred and eighty

years; and on a star of the twelfth magnitude, till four thou

sand years; and stars of this magnitude are visible through

telescopes; nor can we doubt that, with better instruments,

stars of far less magnitude might be seen; so that we may

confidently say that this flash of lightning would not reach
the remotest heavenly body till more than six thousand years,
a period equal to that which has elapsed since man's creation.
Now, suppose that, on these different heavenly bodies, beings

exist with organs of vision sufficiently acute to discern a flash

of lightning on earth, or, rather, to see all the scenes on that

hemisphere of our world that is turned towards them; it is ob

vious that, on the remotest star, the earth would be seen, at
this moment, just coming forth from the Creator's hand, in all
the freshness of Eden's glories, with our first parents in the

beauty of innocence and happiness, and all the beasts of the
field and the fowls of the air playing around them. On a star
of the twelfth magnitude would be seen the world as it showed
itself four thousand years ago; on a star of the eighth magni
tude, as it appeared one hundred and eighty years ago; and
so on to the moon, where would be seen the occurrences of the

present moment. And since there are ten thousand times ten
thousand worlds, scattered through these extremes of distance,
is it not clear that, taking them all together, they do at this
moment contain a vast panorama of the world's entire history,
since the hour when the morning stars sang together, and the
80118 of God shouted for joy on creation's morning?
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