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OPTICAL REACTIONS. 337

‘““ Thus,” says the unknown author of a little work entitled
‘The Stars and the Earth,” in which these ideas were first
developed, ¢ thus the universe encloses the pictures of the past,
like an indestructible and incorruptible record, containing the
purest and the clearest truth; and as sound propagates itself
in the air, wave after wave, or, to take a still clearer example,
as thunder and lightning are in reality simultaneous, but in
the storm the distaut thunder follows at the interval of minutes
[seconds?] after the flash, so, in like manner, according to our
ideas, the pictures of every occurrence propagate themselves
into the distant ether, upon the wings of the ray of light; and
although they become weaker and smaller, yet, in immeasur-
able distance, they still have colour and form; and as every
thing possessing colour and form is visible, so must these
pictures also be said to be visible, however impossible it may
be for the human eye to perceive it with the hitherto discovered
optical instruments,’’

This last statement of the writer every one will acknow-
ledge is true when applied to God; for who will doubt that his
eye can take in at a glance that universe which he has made ?
And to do that is to have before him the entire daily history
of our globe; nay, probably, also, of every other world. In-
deed, such a supposition affords us a lively conception of the
divine omniscience, since we have only to suppose this pano-
rama of the indefinite past to extend indefinitely into the future,
and the infinite picture will also be present at this moment
before the divine mind.

But is the supposition an absurdity, that there may be in
the universe created beings, with powers of vision acute enough
to take in all these pictures of our world’s history, as they
make the circuit of the numberless suns and planets that lie
embosomed in boundless space? Suppose such a being at
this moment upon a star of the twelfth magnitude, with an
eye turned toward the earth. He might see the deluge of
Noab, just sweeping over the surface. Advancing to a nearer
star, he would sce the patriarch Abraham going out, not
knowing whither he went. Coming still nearer, the vision of
the crucified Redeemer would meet his gaze. Coming nearer
still, he might alight upon worlds where all the revolutions
and convulsions of modern times would fall upon his eye.
Indeed, there are worlds enough and at the right distances,
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