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next in crystals, and exists in the human body, the sun, moon,

stars, heat, electricity, chemical action, and, in fact, the whole

material universe. Those who are most sensitive to this in

fluence are persons of feeble health, especially somnambulists;

but it is found that about one third of individuals, taken pro

miscuously, and many in good health, are sensible of it; and

it was by a series of observations on persons of all classes

and conditions for years, that the facts have been elicited.

The inquiry seems to have been conducted with great fairness

and scientific skill, and the author has the confidence of sev

eral of the most distinguished scientific men in Europe. If

there be no mistake in the results, they promise to explain

philosophically many popular superstitions, and also the phe
nomenaof mesmerism, without a resort to superhuman agency,
either satanic or angelic. They yield, also, an interesting

support to the principle of this lecture. Says Baron Reich

enbach, "There is nothing in these observations," which he

had just detailed, "that after the contents of the preceding
treatises, can much surprise us; but they are certainly a fine

additional confirmation of what has been stated in regard to

the sun and moon, and also of the fact that the whole material

universe, even beyond our earth, acts on us with the very
same kind of influence which resides in all terrestrial objects;
and lastly, it shows that we stand in a connection of mutual

influence, hitherto unsuspected, with the universe; so that, in

fact, the stars are not altogether devoid of action on our sub

lunary, perhaps even on our practical world, and on the men

tal processes of some heads."-Page 162.

By the experiments hero referred to by this author, he had

endeavoured to show, that even the light of the stars exerted

an odylic influence upon the human system; that is, certain

effects independent altogether of their light; and if there be no

mistake in the experiments, they certainly do show this. Such

a fact almost realizes the suggestions already made, that beings
in other spheres may possess such an exaltation of sensibilities

as to be able to learn what is going on in this world, and that

it is easy to conceive how our sensorium may be raised to the

same exalted pitch.

My fifth argument, illustrative of the general principle, is

based upon chemical reac&n.

Mechanical reaction changes the form nud position of bodies;
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