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344 TIIE TELEGRAPHIC SYSTEM OF THE UNIVERSE.

The thought may perhaps cross some mind, that, though
those human actions which are performed in sunlight may be
imprinted upoun the universe, yet no deed of darkness can thus
reveal its author, and remain an eternal stigma upcn his name.
But there is another phase to this subject. What is the evi-
dence that the chemical rays of a sunbeam are rays of light?
We know that they are unequally diffused through the spec-
trum, being most energetic at its violet extremity; but there
is no proof that they are visible. They may, like heat, exert
their appropriate influence, which seems to be mainly that of
deoxidation, and yet not be colourific. If so, we might expect
them to operate in the dark; and experiment proves that they
do. An engraving on paper, placed between an iodized silver
plate and an amalgamated copper plate, was left in the dark
for fifteen hours. On exposing the amalgamated plate to the
vapour of mercury, ¢ a very nice impression of the engraving
was brought out, it having been effected through the thick-
ness of the paper.’”’ Mr. Hunt, ¢Onthe Changes which Bodies
are capable of undergoing in Darkness,”” Phil. Mag. vol. xxii,
p. 277.—Many like experiments prove the existence, among
bodies, of a power analogous to, if not identical with, that
which accompanies light, and is the basis of the photographic
process. Some philosophers do not regard them as identical.
But this is of little consequence in my present argument. For
all agree that there is a power in nature capab’z of impressing
the outlines of some objects upon others in total darkness.

In respect to such cases, there are one or two facts deserv-
ing of special notice. And, first. We must not infer, because,
man has yet been able to bring out to human view but a few
examples of this sort, that they are, therefore, few in nature.
Rather should the discovery of a few lead to the conclusion
that nature may be full of them, and that a more delicate and
refined chemistry may yet disclose them. For the few known
cases give us a glimpse of a recondite law of nature, which
most likely pervades creation. Some regard these dark rays
as neither light, nor heat, nor chemical rays, but a new ele-
ment; but whatever its nature, no reason can be given why it
should operate only in a few cases, and those of artificial pre-
paration. More probably, through this influence, all bodies
brought into contact, or proximity, impress their images upon
one another; and the time may come, when, touched by a more
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