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when we always see verified the Scriptural declaration, A li#le

leaven leaveneth the whole lump.
The precise manner in which the diastase operates in these

cases we may not be able to explain. The particles of the

diastase, being themselves in motion, possess the power of put

ting in motion the particles of other bodies; and these, again,

operate upon others, and so on, often to an astonishing extent.
In the case of the platinum and the acid, however, no change
takes place in their molecules, and we can only state it, as an

unexplained fact, that they do produce changes in other bodies,
We have other examples of catalytic influences in nature, exhi

biting an agency still more subtile and energetic. I refer to con

tagious and epidemic diseases in animals and plants. An influ
ence goes abroad, and seems to be propagated through the

atmosphere, traversing whole continents, and crossing wide
oceans, powerful and deadly in its effects, yet inappreciable by
the most delicate mechanical or chemical tests. But the phe
nomena admit of explanation by supposing a movement, either
in the particles of the atmosphere, or of the still more subtile
and elastic medium that pervades all space; a movement started
at a particular spot, as the cholera in India, and the small-pox
or some epidemic from some focus, and communicating an un

healthy movement from atom to atom, till it has encircled
the earth and mowed down its hecatombs.
Now, when we look at such facts, who can suppose it im

probable that man, who can hardly lift a finger without pro
ducing some chemical change, should start some of these
movements, that may reach far beyond his imagination? And
here, as in the. cases that have preceded, we must not estimate
the actual change in the constitution of bodies by the apparent;
for we know that multitudes of such changes are passing within
us and around us, without our cognizance; and yet there may
be chemical eyes in the universe quick enough to see them all,
and to follow them onward to the final result; for there must
be a final resultant of all such forces; nor can we doubt that,
some time or other, and to some beings, if not to ourselves, it
will be manifest. Here, then, is another mode in which a
chemical influence may go forth from us, reaching the utmost
limits of matter and of time; nay, perhaps extending into

eternity, and revealing our actions to the finer sensibilities o1
eatted beings.
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