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acute sensibilities than man's, in order to be affected by these

agencies as we are by more powerful impressions. And when

we consider how fettered and depressed a condition this world

obviously is in, because of its sinfulness, who will doubt but

the un.fallon beings of other spheres may enjoy those keener

perceptions that will bring our whole history distinctly before

them, day by day? The thought is, indeed, startling, but not

unphilosophical.
If this suggestion be true, then may we indulge the thought

as highly probable that our friends, who have gone before us

into the eternal world, may be as familiar with our conduct,

our words, and even our thoughts, as we are ourselves. If

we are acting as we ought, and so as will please them, this

must be an animating idea; but if we are not, let it serve to

stimulate us to our duty, if a sense of the divine omniscience

is not sufficient.

We infir from this sulject, thirdly, the probability that, in a

future state, the power of reading the past history of the world,

and of individuals, may be possessed by man.

The nature of the future spiritual body, and of the heavenly
state and employments, impresses the mind with the belief

that it will be a condition far more exalted than the present,
and, that the inlets to the soul will be cleared of all obstruc

tions; so that no impression made on such a sensorium shall

fail to give the mind a distinct perception. In heaven, such

extreme sensibility might become a source of richest pleasure;
in the world of despair, an instrument of severe punishment;

yet in both cases it might be the natural result of a man's

earthly course. Now, such an indefinite exaltation of the

perceptions in futurity scarcely any one will doubt. Why
should we doubt any more that it may rise so high that man

will be able to read, through the agencies we have pointed
out, the minutest action and thought in human experience?
If, as we have reason to suppose, angels can do it now, the

Bible informs us that we shall be like the angels
If this view be admitted, then it may be that the present

world is the only spot in the universe where deeds of wicked

ness can be concealed. In a sinful world we can see reasons

why the power of concealment should exist to some extent.

For though no man should do or think any thing which he

is ashamed to have known, yet, if all the plans of men for
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