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New Testament, in the plan of redemption and salvation, pre-
sents us with a perfection and a glory unknown in all previous
revelations. We have, it is true, in the Old Testament inti-
mations and predictions of the plan, which is fully developed
and exemplified in the new dispensation. But these were
only shadows of Jesus Christ and him crucified. When he
appeared, and by his sufferings, as a substitute for man, recon-
ciled divine justice and mercy, and made a clear exposition
of the moral law, and a disclosure of a future state of retribu-
tions, a flood of light was throwa upon God’s moral character.
Every cloud that had rested upon it was cleared away, and
immaculate holiness covered it with unapproachable splendour.
In short, the human mind is incapable of forming a more cor-
rect estimate of moral excellence than is exhibited in the
Scriptural plan of salvation. The more it is meditated upon,
and the more we experience its practical influence, the higher
will be our conceptions of the moral glory of the divine
character; nor have we reason to suppose that any further
revelations would increase our apprehensions of it. For be-
nevolence, mercy, justice, and grace are here exhibited in
unlimited, that is, in infinite, glory and perfection, and there-
fore can never be exceeded.

But though the exhibitions of the divine character and plans
contained in the Bible are thus perfect and excellent, they are
not the only exhibitions which the universe contains, aund
which man is capable of understanding. Lo, these are a part
of his ways. The Bible has left the wonders of the natural
world where it found them, to be examined and developed by
philosophy. Some have thought that it has anticipated a few
scientific discoveries; but if it had done this in one instance, it
must have carried the same plan through the whole circle
of science; else how could readers determine when the sacred
writers were describing phenomena according to appearances
and general belief, and when according to real scientific truth?
But the fact is, scientific discoveries are left to man’s ingenu-
ity; and as they are made from time to time, they bring out
new and splendid illustrations of the character and plans of
Jehovah., Let us now recur to some of these discoveries, that
have opened the widest vistas into the arcana of nature.

The discoveries in modern astronomy constitute the fifth step
in man’s knowledge of God.
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