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speed can he go on, until his mind has reckoned up six thou-
sand years of seconds, and he will reach fixed stars whose light
has not yet arrived at the earth, because it did not commence
its journey till the time of man’s creation,

But it is not merely in respect to distance and magnitude
that astronomy has enlarged our knowledge of the universe.
Numerically it has opened a field equally wide. Think of
two thousand worlds rolling nightly around us, visible to the
naked eye. Take the telescope, and see those two thousand
multiply to fifty or one hundred millions, and then recollect
how very improbable it is that the keenest optics of earth can
reach more than an infinitesimal part of creation. Surely the
mind is as much confounded and lost, when it attempts to
conceive of the number of the worlds in the universe, as when
it contemplates their distances and magnitudes. In respect
to number and distan¢e, at least, we find no resting-place but
in infinity.

Now, when we turn our thoughts to the Author of such a
universe, our conceptions of his power, wisdom, and benevo-
lence cannot but enlarge in the same ratio as our views of his
works. They must, therefore, experience a prodigious expan-
sion. And, indeed, the merest child in a Christian land, in
the nineteenth century, has a far wider and nobler conception
of the perfections of Jehovah than the wisest philosopher who
lived before astronomy had gone forth on her circumnaviga-
tion of the universe. From the fact, also, which astronomy
discloses, that worlds are in widely different chemical and geo-
logical conditions, some gaseous and transparent, some solid
and opaque, and some liquid and incandescent, the mind can
hardly avoid the inference that they are fulfilling the vast and
varied plans of Jehovah.

The sixth step in man’s knowledge of Jehovah has been made
by the microscope.

To give any correct idea of the boundless field which that
instrument has opened into the infinitesimal parts of creation,
it would be necessary to go into details too extended for the
present occasion. Perhaps the animalcula or infusoria furnish
the best example. “‘In the clearest waters,”” says an able
writer, ¢ and also in the strongly-troubled acid and salt fluids
of the various zones of the earth; in springs, rivers, lakes, and
seas ; in the internal moisture of living plants and animal
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