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the microscope than in that laid open by the telescope. We
hence get a most impressive conception of divine wisdom and
benevolence, which could thus bestow exquisite organization
and life upon atoms minute beyond the power of the imagination
to conceive. Indeed, it seems to me that the lesson is even
more striking than the contemplation of vast worlds in rapid
and harmonious motion; because the latter seem to demand

only infinite power, but the former requires infinite wisdom
to direct infinite power.

In. the seventh and last place, geology has given great enlarge
ment to our knowledge of the divine plans and operations in the

universe, and in the following particars.
1. It expands our ideas of the time in which the material

universe has been in existence as much as astronomy does in

regard to its extent.

To those not familiar with the details of geology, this will

probably seem a startling and extravagant assertion. There
has been, and still is, an extreme sensitiveness in the minds of

intelligent men on this subject. And I highly respect the

ground from which their apprehensions spring, namely, a fear

that to admit the great antiquity of the globe would bring dis

credit upon revelation. And yet I believe the most candid and

able theologians of the present day do not fear that to admit

the existence of the matter of the world previous to the six days'
work of creation, is inconsistent with the Mosaic statement.

But if we allow any period between its creation and the six:

demiurgic days, it is no more derogatory to Scripture to make

that period ten millions of years than ten years. For if the

sacred writer would pass over ten years in silence, he could,

with the same propriety, pass over ten millions. Now, the

longer I study geology, the nearer do my ideas approximate
to the latter number as a measure of the earth's duration.

Let us contemplate a few facts. We are able to trace the

geological changes that have taken place on the earth since

man's existence upon it with a good deal of accuracy. For

since his remains are found only in alluvium, we must regard
all changes that took place previous to the deposition of that

formation to have been of an earlier date than his creation.

Now what are the changes which the last six thousand years
have witnessed? In some places, the agency of rivers and

other causes have made an accumulation of alluvial matter to
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