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TOHE NEW EARTH. 397

is fast .disa._ppen.ring, and the more Secriptural, philosophieal,
and animating doctrine is embraced, that there will be only a
change of form and condition of our earth and its atmosphere,
and that the matter of the universe will survive, and succes-
sively assume new and more beautiful forms, it may be eter-
nally. If o, all those physical sciences, which do not depend
upon organi¢ structure, will form subjects of investigation in
the heavenly world. There will be the heavenly bodies, go-
verned by the same laws as at present, and offering a noble
field for examination. Nor will the heavenly inhabitants need,
as on earth, visual organs and optical instruments, which, at
best, afford us only glimpses of the material universe. For there,
if we rightly conjecture, will they possess the power of learn-
ing, with almost intuitive certainty and intuitive rapidity, the
character and movements of the most distant worlds. Nay, it
may be that they can pass from world to world with the ve-
locity of light, and thus become better acquainted with their
more intimate condition. Thus will the astronomy of the
celestial world surpass, beyond conception, that science which
even now is regarded as unequalled for its sublimity.

We cannot be sure through what material medium the mind
will act in a future world, But the manner in which we know
heat, light, and electricity to be transmitted, makes it not
impossible that the same or a similar medium may be the
vehicle through which thought shall be hereafter transmitted.
If so, we can easily understand how the mind will be able to
penetrate into the most recondite nature of bodies, and learn
the mode in which they act upon one another; for the curious
medium which conveys light and heat does penetrate all bodies,
whether they be solid or gaseous, cold or hot. Hence we may
learn at a glance, in a future world, more of the internal con-
stitution of bodies, and of their mutual action, than a whole
lite on earth, spent in the study of chemistry, will unfold,
Then, too, shall we doubtless find chemical laws operating on
a scale of grandeur and extent, limited only by the material
universe.

Universally diffused as light, heat, and electricity are, and
diligently as their phenomena have been studied, yet what
mystery hangs over their nature and operations! ~They seem
to be too subtile, and to approsimate too nearly to immaterial
substances, to be apprehended by our beclouded intellects.
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