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cases where men eminent for science have spurned away from
them the authority of religion. Among these causes, the pride of

knowledge is one of the most powerful; and before the mindhas
attained to very profound views of science, this pride does often
exert a most disastrous influence upon a man's religious feelings.
He is looked up to as an oracle on other subjects, and why

should be not be equally wise concerning religion? It is natural
for him to feel desirous, in such circumstances, of rising above
all vulgar and superstitious views, and of convincing his fellow
men that he has made as great discoveries in religion as in
science. He, therefore, calls in question the prevailing religi
ous opinions. Having once taken his stand against the truth,

pride does not allow him to recede, and he endeavours to con
vert scientific truth into weapons against religion. And this

perversion produces the impression, with those not familiar
with its natural tendency, that science fosters scepticism.

Another cause of this scepticism is a superficial acquaintance
with the religious bearings of scientific truth. It is one thing
to master the principles of science in an abstract form, and

quite a different thing to understand their religious bearings.
Moral reasoning is so different from physical and mathematical,

that often a mind which is a prodigy for the latter, is a mere

Lilliput in the former. And yet that mind may fancy itself

as profound in the one as in the other, and may, therefore, be

as tenacious of its errors in religion as of its demonstrated

verities in science.

In the following extract it will be seen that Dr. Chalmers

imputes the religious scepticism connected with science chiefly
to a superficial acquaintance with science. His remarks may
seem unreasonably severe and sweeping; nevertheless, they
deserve consideration. And they accord with the idea of Lord

Bacon, who says, "A smattering of philosophy leads to

atheism; whereas a thorough acquaintance with it brings him

back again to religion." "We have heard," Dr. Chalmers

remarks, "that the study of natural science disposes to infi

delity. But we feel persuaded that this is a danger associated

only with a slight and partial, never with a deep, and adequate,
and comprehensive view of its principles. It is very possible
that the conjunction between science and scepticism may at

present be more frequently realized than in former days; but

this is only because, in spite of all that is alleged about this

our more enlightened day and more enlightened public, our
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