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CHARACTER OF THE TRUE PHILOSOPHER. 403

““ We have often mourned, says M‘Cosh, over the altompts
made to set the works of God against the word of God, and

thereby excite, propagate, and perpetuate jealousies fitted
to separate parties that ought to live in closest union. In

particular, we have always regretted that endeavours should
have been made to depreciate nature with a view of exalting
revelation; it has always appeared to us to be nothing else
than the degrading of one part of God’s works in the hope
thereby of exalting and recommending another.”” Perilous as
it 18 at all times for the friends of religion to set themselves
against natural science, it is especially dangerous in an age
like the present.

“ It is no profane work that is engaged in by those who, in
all humility, would endeavour to remove jealousies between
parties whom God has joined together, and whom man is not
at liberty to put asunder. We are not lowering the dignity of
science when we command it to do what all the objects which
it looks at and admires do, when we command it to worship
God. Nor are we detracting from the honour which is due
to religion when we press it to take science into its service,
and accept the homage which it is able to pay. We are
seeking to exalt both when we show how nature conducts man
to the threshold of religion, and when from this point we bid
him look abroad on the wide territories of nature. We would
aid at the same time both religion and science, by removing
those prejudices against sacred truth which nature has been
employed to foster; and we would accomplish this not by cast
ing aside and discarding nature, but by rightly interpreting it.

*“ Let not science and religion be reckoned as opposing
citadels, frowning defiance upon each other, and their troops
brandishing their armour in hostile attitude. They have too
many common foes, if they would but think of it, in ignorance
and prejudice, in passion and vice, under all their forms, to
admit of their lawfully wasting their strength in a useless
warfare with each other, Secience has a foundation, and so
has religion; let them unite their foundations, and the basis
will be broader, and they will be two compartments of one
great fabric reared to the glory of God. Let the one be the
outer and the other the inner court. In the one, let all look,
and admire and adore; and in the other, let those who have
faith kneel, and pray, and praise. Let the one be the sane-
tuary where human learning may present its richest incense




	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1851-Hitchcock-RelGeol/README.htm


