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142 GEOLOGY IN RELATION TO

stone, to rcbuke atheistical presumption and

claim dutiful homage for the Ancient of Days.

NO GOOD IS TO BE EXPECTED FROM ATHEISM.

And why should unbelief be so strenuously
advocated ? What means this striving, as zealous
as fruitless, to expel God from his dominions ?
Whenece springs this eagerness of puny creatures
to annihilate the Creator, and undo the bencfi-
cence that made and sustains them, asif by denu-
ding the universe of an architect and occupant
men could serve themselves heirs to the inappro-
priated inheritance? Suppose atheism esta-
blished, what is 1t to do for us?

Promote morality ? If so, it would perform a
goodly service. Every careful observer must
have remarked what an ascendant influence the
moral element wields in the lot of humanity.
Visit the most wretched of a city population, and
you may find them groaning under many hard-
ships, and each of these inflicting its own suffer-
ings; but the master cvil, and that which tran-
scends, and either originates or aggravates all the

rest, is delinquency. They might arise from
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