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serve what they had conquered, they were content to construct,

at an immense expense of labor, a long chain of forts, con-

nected by a strong wall flanked with towers. Had it been

easier to conquer the rest of the country than to build the wall,

the wall would not have been built. We learn further, how

ever, that the laboriously-built wall served its purpose but for

a time: the wild people beyond at length broke over it; and

the civilized invader, wearied out by their persevering assaults,

which, though repelled to-day, had again 'to be repelled to-mor

row, at length left their country to them entire, and retreating

beyond its furthest limits, built for his protection a second wall.

Such is the history of this bygone series of occurrences, as

written, if one may so speak, in the various fossils of the form

ation. The antiquities of a museum should always piece on

to its geologic collection.*

* Some of the operations of the Romans in Scotland, have, like the

catastrophes of the old geologic periods, left permanent marks on the face
of the country. It is a curious fact, that not a few of our southern Scot
tish mosses owe their origin to the Roman invasion. Of their lower tiers
of trees, -those which constituted the nucleus of the peaty formation,

many have been found still bearing the marks of the Roman hatchet,
a thin-edged tool, somewhat like that of the American woodsman, but still
narrower. In some instances the axe-head, sorely wasted, has been
detected still sticking in the buried stump, which is generally found to
have been cut several feet over the soil, just where the tool might be plied.
with most effect; and in many, Roman utensils and coins have been dis
covered, where they had been hastily laid down by the soldiery among the

tangled brushwood, and forthwith covered up and lost. Rennie, in his

"Essay on Peat Moss," furnishes an interesting list of these curiosities,
that tell so significant a story. "In Ponsil Moss, near Glasgow," he

says, "a leather bag, containing about two hundred silver coins of Rome,
was found; in Dundaff Moor, a number of similar coins were found about

forty years ago; in Annan Moss, near the Roman Causeway, an ornament
of pure gold was discovered; a Roman camp-kettle was found, eight feet

deep, under a moss, on the estate of Ochtertyrc; in Flanders Moss a sim

ilar utensil was found; a Roman jug was found in Locker Moss, Dun'.
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