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returning, sad and disappointed, to the round of toil, from
which it ought to have proved a sweet interval of relief. A
congregation just dismissed from hearing a vigorous evening
discourse would have borne, to a certainty, a more cheerful
air. There was not much actual drunkenness among the
crowd, — thanks to the preference which the Englishman gives
to his ale over ardent spirits,—mnot a tithe of what I would
have witnessed, on a similar occasion, in my own country. A
few there were, however, evidently muddled; and I saw one
positive scene. A young man considerably in liquor had quar-
relled with his mistress, and, threatening to throw himself into
the Inwell, off he had bolted in the direction of the river.
There was a shriek of agony from the young woman, and a cry
of “stop him, stop him,” to which a tall, bulky Englishman,
of the true John Bull type, had coolly responded, by thrusting
forth his foot as he passed, and tripping him at full length on
the pavement; and for a few minutes all was hubbub and
confusion. 'With, however, this exception, the aspect of the
numerous passengers had a sort of animal decency about it,
which one might in vain look for among the Sunday travellers
on a Scotch railway. Sunday seems greatly less connected
with the fourth commandment in the humble English mind
than in that of Scotland, and so a less disreputable portion of
the people go abroad. There is a considerable difference, too,
between masses of men simply ignorant of religion, and masses
of men broken loose from it; and the Sabbath-contemning
Scotch belong to the latter category. With the humble Eng-
lishman trained up to no regular habit of church-going, Sab-
bath is pudding-day, and c]can-shirt-day, and a day for lolling
on the grass opposite the sun, and, if there be a river or canal
hard by, for trying how the gudgeons bite, or, if in the neigh-
borhood of a railway, for taking a short trip to some country
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