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trilobites,—now a head turned up,—now the caudle portion
of the shell, exhibiting the inner side and abdominal rim,—
now a few detached joints. In some of the specimens,— inva-
riably headless ones,— the body seems scarce larger than that
of a common house-fly. Here, as amid the upper deposits at
Sedgley, I was struck with the general resemblance of the
formation to the Carboniferous Limestone : not a few of the
shells are at least generically similar; there is the same abun-
dance of crinoidez and festinelle ; and in some localities nearly
the same profusion of the large and the minuter corals. And
though trilobites are comparatively rare in the Mountain Lime-
stone of Britain, I have found in that of Dryden, in the neigh-
borhood of Edinburgh, the body of at least one trilobite, which
I could not distinguish from a species of frequent occurrence
in the Wenlock Limestone, — the Asaphus Caudatus. 1 may
remind the reader, in corroboration of the fact, that Buckland,
in his “Bridgewater Treatise,” figures two decapitated speci-
mens of this trilobite, one of which was furnished by the Car-
boniferous Limestone of Northumberland, and the other by the
Transition Limestone near Leominster. There obtains, how-
ever, one striking difference between the more ancient and
more modern deposits : I have rarely explored richly fossilifer-
ous beds of the Mountain Limestone, without now and then
finding the scales of a fish, and now and then the Impression
of some land-plant washed from the shore ; but in the Silurian
hills of the Dudley coal-field, no trace of the vertebrata has yet
been found, and no vegetable product of the land.

The sun had got far down in the west ere I quitted the
deserted quarry, and took my way towards the distant town,
not over, but through the hill, by a long gloomy corridor. I
had been aware all day, that though apparently much alone, I
had yet near neighbors : there had been an irregular succes-
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