http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1851-Miller-Impressions/README.htm

ENGLAND AND ITS PEOPLE. 99

had an opportunity presented him of delivering his second
speech. But he entertained, he assured me, no fears for the
result. It was well known in the place, he said, that he was
to speak at the first temperance meeting; there were large
expectations formed, so the audience could not be .other than
very numerous and attentive; and he was quite satisfied he
had something worth while to give them. My friend Samuel
bore a good deal of healthy precocity about him. It would be,
of course, consummately absurd to found aught on a single in-
stance ; but it has been so often remarked that English chil-
dren of the lively type develop into cleverness earlier than the
Scotch, that the observation has, in all likelihood, some found-
ation in reality. I find, too, from the experiments of Professor
Forbes, of Edinburgh, that the English lad in his sixteenth,
seventeenth, and eighteenth years, possesses more bodily
strength than the Scot of the same years and standing, and
that it is not until their nineteenth year that the young men
of both countries meet on a footing of equality. And it seems
not irrational to infer, that the earlier development of body in
the case of the embryo Englishman should be accompanied by
a corresponding development of mind also,— that his school
exercises should be better than those of the contemporary Scot,
and his amateur verses rather more charged with meanmg, and
more smoothly rounded.

Dudley has its Geological Museum, — small, but very valu-
able in some departments, and well arranged generally. Its
Silurian organisms are by far the finest I ever saw. No sum
of money would enable the fossil collector to complete such a
set. It contains original specimens of the trilobite family, of
Wwhich, in other museums, even the British, one finds but the
casts. Nor can anything be morc beautiful than its groups
of delicately relieved crinoidea of all the different Silurian
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