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102 FIRST IMPRESSIONS OI

Among the donations to the Dudley Museum, illustrative of
the geology of foreign parts, I saw an interesting group of
finely-preserved fossil fish from Mount Lebanon, —a very an-
cient mountain, in its relation to human history, compared with
the Castle-hill of Dudley (which, however, begins to loom
darkly through the haze of the monkish annalists as early as
the year 700, when Dud the Saxon built a stronghold on its
summit), but an exceedingly recent hill in its relation to the
geologic eras, The geologist, in estimating the respective ages
of the two eminences, places the hill with the modern history
immensely in advance of the hill with the ancient one. The
fish dug out of the sides of Lebanon, some five or six thousand
feet over the level of the sea, are all fish of the modern type,
with horny scales and bony skeletons ; and they cannot belong

lic ranged in irregular ridges. It may be mentioned in the passing, that
the Holoptychius of the Coal Measures, if there be value in the distin-
guishing characteristics of Owen, —and great value there certainly is, —
was not even generically related to the Holoptychius of the Old Red Sand-
stone. The reptile teeth of the Old Red Holoptychius are of bone, marked
by the true dendrodic character of the genus, and so thickly cancellated
towards the base, as to resemble, in the cross section, pieces of open lace-
work. The reptile teeth of the Holoptychius Hibberti, on the contrary,
are of Zvory, presenting towards the point, where the surface is smooth
and unfurrowed, the common tubular, radiating character of that sub-
stance, and exhibiting towards the base, where the Gothic-like rodding is
displayed, a strange intricacy of pattern, that becomes more involved as
we cut lower down, till what in the middle section resembles the plait-
ing of a ruff seen in profile, is found to resemble, immediately over the
line where the base rests on the jaw, the labyrinthine complexity of &
Runic knot. The scales of the creatures, too, are very dissimilar in their
microscopic structure, though hoth possess in common ridged surfaces, —
the only point of resemblance from which their generic identity has been
inferred. Even the internal structure of their occipital plates is wholly
different. So far as is yet known, the Coal Measures contain no Holopty-

chius akin to the dendrodic genus of that name so abundant in the 0ld
Red Sandstone,
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