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to a remoter period, Agassiz tells us, than the times of the
Chalk. Fish were an ancient well-established order in these
comparatively recent days of the Cretaceous system ; whereas
their old Placoid predecessors, contemporary with the crustacea
brackipoda of the Hill of Dudley, seem but to have just started
into being at the earlier time, as the first-born of their race,
and must have been regarded as mere upstart novelties among
the old plebeian crustaceans and molluscs they had come to-
govern. 'The trilobites of Dudley are some four or five crea-
tions deeper in the bygone eternity, if I may so spealk, than the
cycloids and clenoids of Lebanon. I wasa good deal struck,
shortly before leaving home, by this curious transposition of
idea which Geology in such cases is suited to accomplish. I
found waiting my inspection, one morning in the house-lobby,
a box and basket, both filled with fossils. Those in the basket,
which had been kindly sent me by Dr. John Wilson, of Bom-
bay, consisted of ichthyolites and shells from the Holy Land,
and fossil wood from the old Egyptian desert; while those in
the box, which had been obligingly transmitted me by Dr.
James Wilson, of Upper Canada, — a gentleman who, amid the
wild backwoods, with none to assist and few to sympathize,
has cultivated a close acquaintance with science for its own
sake,— had been collected in the modern township of Paken-
ham, not far from the banks of the Ottawa. The fossil wood
of the old desert— unequivocally dicotyledonous, of the oak
or mahogany structure — could not, I found, be older than the
Tertiary period ; the fish and shells of Palestine, like those of
the Dudley Museum, belong apparently to the times of the
Chalk ; but the organisms of the modern township, that had no
name twenty years ago, boasted an incomparably higher an-
tiquity : they consisted of corals, cruatacea, and cephalopoda,
from the Lower Silurians.



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1851-Miller-Impressions/README.htm


