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colors, of antiquely-dressed dames, and knights in armor; but
the housemaid, she said, could tell her nothing of their history,
Some of the rooms were hung with tapestry; some with tar-
nished paper that looked like cut velvet. The housekeeper
was an old, bustling dame, “ with a huge bunch of keys hang-
ing to her girdle by a strong chain of steel.” ¢ There was not
a window which was sashed, but all were casemented in stone
frames, many of the panes being of colored glass; and there
was scarce one chamber on the same level with another, but
there was a step to go up or a step to go down to each: the
chimney-pieces of carved wood or stone were so high, that I
could hardly reach to the mantel-shelves when standing on
tiptoe ; and instead of grates, such as we have now, there were
mostly dogs upon the hearths. The chairs were of such a size,
that two of the present sort would stand in the room of one;
and the doors, though very thick and substantial, were each an
inch or two from the floor, so that the wind whistled all along
the passages, rattling and shaking the casements, and often
making a sort of wild and mournful melody.”

The great hall which constituted the grand centre of the fes-
tivities of this evening now forms one of the most dilapidated
portions of the ruin. The front walls have fallen so low that
we can barely trace their foundations, and a rank vegetation
waves over the floor. I think it is Macculloch who says, that
full one-half the ancient strongholds of our Scotch Highlands
thrown together into a heap would be found scarce equal in the
aggregate to a single English castle of the more magnificent
type; and certainly enough remains of the great hall here,
broken as it is, to illustrate, and in some degree corroborate the
remark, disparaging to the Highlands as it may seem. We
can still ascertain that this single room measured seventy-five
feet in length by fifty-six feet in breadth, — a ‘space considera-
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