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sojourn among the English Silurians of some little advantage,
Fossils in our ancient southern deposits are exceedingly rare ;
and there is, in consequence, a lack of data by which to ascer-
tain the age of the formations in which they occur, and which
they fail sufficiently to mark. The tablets are devoid of
inscriptions, save that we here and there find a half-effaced
character, or the outline of some sorely worn hieroglyphic.
And yet, had the few fossils hitherto discovered been preserved
and brought together, their joint testimony might be found to
amount to something. The Graptolites of Peebles-shire and
Galloway are tolerably well known as identical with English
species, — the Graptolithus Ludensis and Graptolithus foliaceus,
— which possess, however, a wide range in the more ancient
rocks, passing downwards from beds of the Upper Silurian, to
deposits that lie deep in what was once termed the Cambrian
series. In Peebles-shire, at Wrae-hill, says Mr. Nicol, shells
have been detected in a Grauwacke limestone, now unluckily
no longer accessible. It is stated by Mr. Maclaren, in his elab-
orate and singularly satisfactory Treatise on the Geology of
Fife and the Lothians, that he succeeded in disinterring two
organisms,—a small orthoceratite, and what seemed to be a
confused accumulation of the shattered fragments of minute
trilobites, — from out of one of the Grauwacke patches which
occur among the Pentlands. I have been informed by the late
Mr. William Laidlaw, the trusted friend of Sir Walter Scott,
that he once disinterred a large bivalve from amid the Grau-
wackes of Selkirkshire. The apparent remains of broken tere-
bratulee have been found in various localities in the Grauwacke
of Galloway, and atrypz and tentaculites in a rather equivocal
deposit at Girvan, deemed Silurian. Were the various scat-
tered fragments of the fossiliferous record to be brought care-
fully together, they might be found sufficiently complete to give
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