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122 FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF

is easily definable. On the southern shore of the Dudley coal.

basin, and about two miles from its edge, there rises in the

New Red Sandstone a range of trap hills about seven miles in

length, known as the Clent Hills, which vary in height from

six to eight hundred feet over the level of the sea. They lie

parallel, in their general direction, to the Silurian range,

already described as rising, like a chain of islands, amid the

coal; but, though parallel, they are, like the sides of the par

allel ruler of the geometrician when fully stretched, not oppo

site; the southernmost hill of the Silurian range lying scarce

so far to the south as the northernmost hill of the trap range.

The New Red Sandstone, out of which the latter arises,

forms a rich, slightly undulating country, reticulated by many

a green lane and luxuriant hedge-row; the hills themselves are

deeply scoped by hollow dells, furrowed by shaggy ravines,

and roughened by confluent eminences; and on the south

western slopes of one of the finest and most variegated of the

range, half on the comparatively level red sandstone, half on

the steep-sided billowy trap, lie the grounds of Hagley. Let

the Edinburgh reader imagine such. a trap bill as that which

'rises on the north-east between Arthur's Seat and the sea,

tripled or quadrupled in its extent of base, hollowed by dells

and ravines of considerable depth, covered by a soil capable of

sustaining the noblest trees, mottled over with votive urns,

temples, and obelisks, and traversed by many a winding walk,

skilfully designed to lay open every beauty of the place, and he

will have no very inadequate idea of the British Tempe sung by

Thomson. We find its loveliness compounded of two simple

geologic elements, -that abrupt and variegated picturesque
ness for which the trap rocks are so famous, and which may be

seen so strikingly illustrated in the neighborhood of Edinburgh;

and that soft-lined and level beauty, -an exquisite component
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