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124 FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF

On the left, the ground rises picturesque and high, and richly
wooded, forming the first beginnings of the Clent Hills; and
I could already see before me, where the sky and the hill met,
the tufted vegetation and pointed obelisk of Hagley.

I baited at Hagley village to take a glass of cider, which
the warmth of the day and the dustiness of the road rendered
exceedingly grateful; and entered into conversation with an
old gray-headed man, of massive frame and venerable counte-
nance, who was engaged by the wayside in sawing into slabs
a large block of New Red Sandstone. The process, though I
had hewn, as I told him, a great many stones in Scotland, was
new to me; and so I had not a few questions to ask regarding
it, which he answered with patient civility. The block on
which he was operating measured about six feet in length by
four in breadth, and was from eighteen to twenty inches in
thickness; and he was cutting it by three draughts, parallel to
its largest plane, into four slabs. Each draught, he said, would
employ him about four days; and the formation of the slabs,
each containing a superficies of about twenty-four feet, at least
a fortnight. He purposed fashioning them into four tomb-
stones. Nearly half his time was occupied, he reckoned, in
sawing, —rather hard work for an old man; and his general
employment consisted chiefly in fashioning the soft red sand-
stone into door-pieces, and window-soles, and lintels, which,
in the better brick-houses in this locality, are usually of stone,
tastefully carved. His saw-was the common toothless saw of
the marble-cutter, fixed in a heavy wooden frame, and sus-
pended by a rope from a projecting beam; and the process
of working consisted simply in swinging it in the line of the
draught. Iwould have no difficulty, he informed me, in get-
ting admission to the Lyttelton grounds: I had but to walk up
to the gardener’s lodge, and secure the services of one of the
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