
130 FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF

Washed lovely, from the Tweed (pure parent stream,

Whose pastoral banks first heard my Done reed,

With sylvan Jed, thy tributary brook),

To where the north's inflated tempest foams

O'er Orca's or Betubium's highest peak."

Shenstone's recess, true to his character, excludes, as I have

said, the distant landscape. It. is, however, an exceedingly

pleasing, though somewhat gloomy spot, shut up on every side

by the encircling hills, -here feathered with wood, there pro

jecting its soft undulating line of green against the blue sky;

while, occupying the bottom of the hollow, there is a small

sheltered lake, with a row of delicate lines, that dip their

pendent branches in the water.

Yet a little further on, we descend into an opener and. more

varied inflection in the hilly region of Hagley, which is said to

have been as favorite a haunt of Pope as the two others of

Thomson and Shenstone, and in which an 1aborate1y-carved

urn and pedestal records Lyttelton's estimate of his powers as

a writer, and his aims as a moralist: "the sweetest and most

elegant," says the inscription, "of English poets; the severest

chastiser of vice, and the most persuasive teacher of wisdom."

Lyttelton and Pope seem to have formed mutually high esti

mates of each other's powers and. character. In the "Satires,"

we find three several compliments paid. to the "young Lyttel

ton,"




C Still true to virtue, and. as warm as true."

And when, in the House of Commons, one of Sir Robert Wal

pole's supporters accused the rising statesman of being the

facile associate of an "unjust and licentious lampooner,"
for, as Sir Robert's administration was corrupt and the satirist

severe, such was Pope's character in the estimate of the minis

terial majority,
-he rose indignantly to say, "that he deemed
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