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the minute hieroglyphics on an Egyptian obelisk serve to divert

attention fro the greatness of the general mass, or the nice

integrity of its proportions; and I would have perhaps attributed

the feeling to my Scotch training, had I not remembered that

Addison, whose early prejudices must have been of an opposite

cast, represents it as thoroughly natural. Our ideas of the

great in nature he describes as derived from vastly-extended,

not richly-occupied, prospects. "Such," he says, "are the

prospects of an open champaign country, a vast uncultivated

desert of huge heaps of mountains, high rocks, and precipices,

or a wide expanse of water. . . . Such extensive and

undetermined prospects," he adds, "are as pleasing to the

fancy as the speculations of eternity or infinitude are to the

understanding." Shenstone, too, is almost equally decided on

the point; and certainly no writer has better claims to be heard

on questions of this kind than the author of the Leasowes.

"Grandeur and beauty," he remarks, "are so very opposite, that

you often diminish the one as you increase the other. Large,

unvariegateci, simple objects have always the best pretensions

to sublimity: a large mountain, whose sides are unvaried by

art, is grander than one with infinite variety. Suppose it

checkered with different-colored, clumps of wood, scars of rock,

chalk-quarries, villages, and. farm-houses,-you will perhaps

have amore beautiful scene, but much less grand, than it was

before. The hedge-row apple-trees in Herefordshire afford a

lovely scenery at the time they are in blossom; but the pros

poet would be really grander did it consist of simple foliage.

For the same reason, a large oak or beech in autumn is grander

than the same in spring. The sprightly green is then obfus

cated."
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