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scheme of final retribution, through which every unredressed
wrong shall be righted, and every unsettled account receive its
appropriate adjustment. Junius, a writer who never praised
willingly, had just decided, with reference to his Lordship’s
long political career, that « the integrity and judgment of Lord
Lyttelton were unquestionable ;” but the subject of the eulogy
was passing to the tribunal of a higher judge. His hopes of
immortality rested solely on the revealed basis; and yet it did
yield him cause of gratitude on his death-bed, that he had
been enabled throughout the probationary course, now at its
close, to maintain the character of an honest man. “In poli-
tics and in public life,” he said to his physician, shortly ere his
departure, “I have made public good the rule of my conduct.
I never gave counsels which I did not at the time think the
best. I have seen that I was sometimes in the wrong; but I
did not err designedly. I have endeavored in private life to do
all the good in my power; and never for a moment could
indulge malicious or unjust designs against any person what-
soever.” And so the first Lord Lyttelton slept with his fathers;
and Thomas, the second Lord, succeeded him.

He soon attained, in his hereditary seat in the Upper House,
to no small consequence as a Parliamentary speaker; and the
ministry of the day — the same that lost the colonies to Brit-
ain— found it of importance he should be conciliated. His
father had long desired, but never could obtain, the govern-
ment appointment of Chief Justice in Eyre. It was known
there was nothing to be gained by conferring a favor of the
kind on the first Lord Lyttelton: he would have voted and
spoken after exactly the same manner, whether he got the
appointment or no. But the second Lord was deemed a man
of a different stamp; and the place which the father, after his
honest services of forty years, had longed for in vain, the son,
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