http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1851-Miller-Impressions/README.htm

148 FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF

an ostentatious scepticism, by the direst terrors of superstition,
Among the females who had been the objects of* his temporary
attachment, and had fallen victims to it, there was a Mrs,
Dawson, whose fortune, with her honor and reputation, had
been sacrificed to her passion, and who, on being deserted by
his Lordship for another, did not long survive : she died broken-
hearted, bankrupt both in means and character. But though
she perished without friend, she was yet fully avenged on the
seducer. [Ever after, be believed himself haunted by her spec-
tre. It would start up before him in the solitudes of Hagley
at noon-day, — at night it flitted round his pillow, — it followed
him incessantly during his rustication on the continent,—and
is said to have given him especial disturbance when passing a
few days at Lyons. In England, when residing for a short
time with a brother nobleman, he burst at midnight into the
room in which his host slept, and begged, in great horror of
mind, to be permitted to pass the night beside him : in his own
apartment, he said, he had been strangely annoyed by an un-
accountable creaking of the floor. He ultimately deserted
Hagley, which he found by much too solitary, and in too close
proximity with the parish burying-ground; and removed to a
.country-house near Epsom, called Pit Place, from its situation
in an old chalk-pit. And here, six years after the death of his
father, the vital powers suddenly failed him, and he broke down
and died in his thirty-sixth year. There were circumstances
connected with his death that form the strangest part of his
story, — circumstances which powerfully attracted public attenr-
tion at the time, and which, as they tasked too severely the
belief of an incredulous age, have been very variously accounted
for. We find Dr. Johnson, whose bias, however, did not
incline him to the incredulous side, thus referring to them, in
one of the conversations recorded by Boswell. I mentioned,”
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