http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1851-Miller-Impressions/README.htm

150 FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF

late after his arrival; and, on retiring to bed, was suddenly
awakened from brief slumber a little before midnight, by what
-appeared to be a dove, which, after fluttering for an instant
near the bed-curtains, glided towards a casement-window in the
apartment, where it seemed to flutter for an instant longer, and
then vanished. At the same moment his eye fell upon a female
figure in white, standing at the bed-foot, in which he at once
recognized, says Warner, ¢ the spectre of the unfortunate lady
that had haunted him so long.” It solemnly warned him to
prepare for death, for that within three days he should be
called to his final account; and, having delivered its message,
immediately disappeared. In the morning his Lordship seemed
greatly discomposed, and complained of a violent headache.
“He had had an extraordinary dream,” he said, “suited, did
he possess even a particle of superstition, to make a deep
impression on his mind;” and in afterwarls communicating
the particulars of the vision, he remarked, rather, however, in
joke than earnest, that the warning was somewhat of the short-
est, and that really, after a course of life so disorderly as his,
three days formed but a brief period for preparation. On Sat-
urday, he began to recover his spirits; and told a lady of his
acquaintance at Epsom, that as it was now the third and last
day, he would, if he escaped for but a few hours longer, fairly
“Jockey the ghost.” He became greatly depressed, however,
as the evening wore on; and one of his companions, as the
critical hour of midnight approached, set forward the house-
clock, in the hope of dissipating his fears, by misleading him
into the belief that he had entered on the fourth day, and was
of course safe. The hour of twelve accordingly struck; the
company, who had sat with him till now, broke up immedi-
ately after, laughing at the prediction; and his Lordship
retired to his bed-room, apparently much relieved. His valet,
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