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the objects detailed in his friend’s sketch of his grounds, than for
the possession of pipe, crook, flock, and Phillis to boot.” Alas!

¢ Prudence sings to thoughtless bards in vain.”?

In contemplating the course of Shenstone, Sir Walter could
see but the pleasures of the voyage, without taking note of the
shipwreck in which it terminated ; and so, in pursuing identi-
cally the same track, he struck on identically the same shoal.
I had been intimate from a very immature period with the
writings of Shenstone. There are poets that require to be
known early in life, if one would know them at all to advan-
tage. They give real pleasure, but it is a pleasure which the
mind outgrows ; they belong to the ¢ comfit and confectionary-
plum” class; and Shenstone is decidedly one of the number.
No mind ever outgrew the « Task,” or the «Paradise Lost,” or
the dramas of Shakspeare, or the poems of Burns : they please
in early youth; and, like the nature which they embody and
portray, they continue to please in age. But the Langhorns,
Wartons, Kirke Whites, Shelleys, Keatses, —shall I venture
to say it 2— Byrons, are flowers of the spring, and bear to the
sobered eye, if one misses acquainting one’s self with them af
the proper season, very much the aspect of those herbarium
specimens of the. botanist, which we may examine as matters
of curiosity, but scarce contemplate,— as we do the fresh un-
cropped flowers, with all their exquisite tints and delicious odors
vital within them,—as the objects of an affectionate regard.
Shenstone was one of the ten or twelve English poets whose
works I had the happiness of possessing when a boy, and
which, during some eight or ten years of my life,— for books
at the time formed luxuries of difficult procurement, and I had
to make the most of those I had,—1I used to read over and over
at the rate of about twice in the twelvemonth. And every time
I'read the poems, I was sure also to read Dodsley’s appended
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