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and its precincts are included in the great iron district of Bir

mingham; and thepecia1 branch of the iron trade which falls

to the share of the people is the manufacture of nails. The

suburbs of the town are formed chiefly of rows of little brick.

houses, with a nail-shop in each; and the quick, smart patter

of hammers sounds incessantly, in one encircling girdle of din,

from early morning till late night. As I passed through, on

my way to the Squire's Mill, I saw whole families at work

together,
- father, mother, sons, and daughters; and met in

streets young girls, not at all untidily dressed considering the

character of their vocation, trundling barrowfuls of coal to their

forges, or carrying on their shoulders bundles of rod-iron. Of

all our poets of the last century, there was scarce one so

addicted to the use of those classic nicknames which impart so

unreal an air to English poetry, when bestowed on English

men and. women, as poor Shenstone. We find his verses

dusted over with Delias, and Cecilias, and Ophelias, Flavias,

and Fulvias, Chloes, Daphnes, and Phillises; and, as if to give

them the necessary prominence, the printer, in all the older edi

tions, has relieved them from the surrounding text by the em

ployment of staring capitals. I had read Shenstone early

enough to wonder what sort of looking people his Delias and

Cecilias were; and now, ere plunging into the richly-wooded

Leasowes, I had got hold of the right idea. The two young

naileresses were really very pretty. Cecilia, a ruddy blonde,

was fabricating tackets; and Delia, a bright-eyed
brunette,

engaged in heading a double-double.

Ere entering on the grounds, however, I must attempt doing

what Dodsley has failed to do, - I must try whether I cannot

give the reader some idea of the Leasowes as a whole, in their

relation to the surrounding country. Let us, then, once more

return to the three Silurian eminences that rise island-like from
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