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rity of the cementing lime, and half-buried in a brown stratum
of decayed leaves. A little further on, there lay across the
runnel a huge monumental urn of red sandstone, with the
base elevated and the neck depressed. It dammed up enough
of the little stream to form a reservoir at which an animal
might drink, and the clayey soil around it was dibbled thick at
the time by the tiny hoofs of sheep. The fallen urn had been
inscribed to the memory of Somerville the poet.

+ This southern fork of the valley is considerably shorter than
the northern one ; and soon rising on the hill-side, I reached a
circular clump of firs, from which the eye takes in the larger
part of the grounds at a glance, with much of the surrounding
country. We may see the Wrekin full in front, at the distance
of about thirty miles; and here, in the centre of the circular
clump, there stood, says Dodsley, an octagonal seat, with a
pedestal-like elevation in the middle, that served for a back,
and on the top of which there was fixed a great punch-bowl,
bearing as its appropriate inscription the old country toast, «To
all friends round the Wrekin.” Seat and bowl have long since
vanished, and we see but the circular clump. At the foot of
the hill there is a beautiful piece of water, narrow and long,
and skirted by willows, with both its ends so hidden in wood,
and made to wind so naturally, that instead of seeming what
it 1s,—merely a small pond, —it seems one of the reaches
of a fine river. We detect; too, the skill of the poet in the
appearance presented from this point by the chain of lakes in
the opposite fork of the valley. As seen through the carefully
disposed trees, they are no longer detached pieces of water, but
the reaches of a great stream,—a sweeping inflection, we may
suppose, of the same placid river that we see winding through
the willows, immediately at the hill-foot. The Leasowes, who.se
collected waters would scarce turn a mill, exhibit, from this cir-
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