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on the increase ever since. And only a few years later, the

salters of Iroitwich became equally independent of the nearly

exhausted forests, by lighting up their "eighteen score fur

naces" with coal. The railways and canals of the country have

since spread the rock-salt of the New Red Sandstone over the

empire; and it is a curious fact, that some of our old estab

lished Scotch saitworks-works so old that they were in ex

istence for centuries before the Scotch salter had ceased to be

a slave -are now engaged in crystallizing, not sea-water, as

formerly, but rock-salt, from the midland counties of England.

I picked up, about a twelvemonth ago, on a cart-road in the

neighborhood of Prestonpans, a fragment of rock-salt, and then,

a few yards nearer the town, a second fragment; and curious

to know where the mineral could have come from, in a district

that has none of its own, I went direct to one of the more

ancient salt-works of the place to inquire. But the large

reservoir of saltwater attached to the works for supplying the

boilers, and which communicates by a pipe with the profounder

depths of the sea beyond, of itself revealed the secret. There,

against one of the corners, lay a red, half-molten pile of the

rock-salt of Cheshire; while the enveloping sea-water-of

old the only source of the salt manufactured in the village

constituted but a mere auxiliary source of supply, and a solvent.
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