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into hills, which consists of an at least equally huge develop-
ment of the Silurian; while, rising over the red saliferous marls
in an opposite direction, we may see a series of flat, low-lying
rocks of the Oolitic system, passing from a pale neutral tint
into a smoky brown and a light straw-yellow. In such close
proximity are the geological systems in this part of the country,
that the geologist who passes the night in Birmingham on the
Lower New Red Sandstone, may go and take an early break-
fast on the Silurian, the Old Red, the Carboniferous, the Salif-
erous, or the Qolitic systems, just as he inclines. Good sections,
such as our northern sea-coasts furnish, are all that are wanting
to render the locality one of the finest in the kingdom to the
student of the stony science: but these he misses sadly; and
he, alas! cannot deal with the stubborn integuments of the
country in reality, as we are dealing with them so much at our
ease in imagination, on one of the summits of the Clent Hills.
The integument that falls to be examined first in order, after
the boulder drift and the gravels, is the Oolitic one; but it
occupies merely a corner on the verge of the horizon, and need
not engage us long. One remark regarding it, however, though
rendered familiar to the geologic reader by the writings of
Murchison and Mantell, I shall venture to repeat. We have
seen how this central district of the kingdom has its storchouses
of coal, iron, salt, lime, — liberal donations to the wants of the
human animal, from the Carboniferous, Saliferous, and Silurian
systems; and to these we must now add its inexhaustible
deposits of medicine, — contributions to the gencral stock by the
Oolitic system. Along the course of the Lias, medicinal springs
abound; there is no-other part of England where they rise 0
thickly, or of a quality that exerts a more powerful influence
on the human frame. The mineral waters of Cheltenham, for
instance, so celebrated for their virtues, are of the number ; and
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