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from the saliferous stratum, through a transverse fissure, into
an inferior Liasic bed. And here it trickles, for many hundred
yards, throngh a pyritiferous shale, on which its biting salts act
so powerfully, that it becomes strongly tinctured by the iron
oxide, and acidulated by the sulphur. And now it forces its
upward way through the minute crevices of a dolomitic lime-
stone, which its salts and acids serve partially to decompose ;
so that to its salt, iron and sulphur, it now adds its lime and
its magnesia. And now it flows through beds of organic
remains, animal and vegetable,—now through a stratum of
belemnites, and now a layer of fish,—now beside a seam of
lignite, and now along a vein of bitumen. Here it carries
along with it a dilute infusion of what had been once the mus-
cular tissue of a crocodile, and here the strainings of the bones
of an ichthyosaurus. And now it comes gushing to the light
in an upper Liasic stratum, considerably higher in the geologic
scale than the saliferous sandstones into which it had at first
sunk, but considerably lower with reference to the existing
levels. And now take it and drink it off at once, without
pause or breathing space. It is not palatable, and it smells
villanously; but never did apothecary mix up a more curiously-
compounded draught; and if it be not as salutary as it is elab-
orate, the faculty are sadly in error.

The underground history of the mineral springs of Great
Britain would form an exceedingly curious chapter. I visited,
a few weeks since, the springs at Strathpeffer, and explored, as
carefully as rather imperfect sections and rather limited time
permitted, the geology of the valley. The lower hills that
rise around it are composed of the great conglomerai:e base of
the Old Red Sandstone system. The denudation of ages has
swept every trace of the superior strata from their sides and
summits ; but in the sheltered trough of the valley at least one



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1851-Miller-Impressions/README.htm


