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and the new-born reptile reigned in its stead. We find, too,
numerous well-known types of shells, familiar in the older
rocks, appearing in this formation for the last time. So far
as is yet known, the Magnesian Limestone contains the last-
created species of Producta, and the last-created Spirifer. We
ascertain that these shells continued to exist up till the break-
ing out of this great geologic. revolution, and that then, like
some of the extinct French noblesse cut short by the guillotine,
they disappear forevermore. And now, raising from off the
landscape this curious integument, and setting it aside, as
Signor Sarti removes to a side-table one of the bits of his
figure,—a piece of the external skin, mayhap, thickened by
its adipose lining or a well-compacted sheet of muscle and
sinew, — we lay bare the coal-fields, and the range of trappean
eminences that broke them up as with wedges, just as their
upper strata had been consolidated, and they had received
their first thin covering of the Lower New Red.

I must, I find, employ, though with considerable modifica-
tions, an illustration which I have used at least once before.
Here is a small shallow pond, covered over with a thick cake
of ice, and with a line of boulders rising in its centre. There
have been two frosts and an intervening thaw. Just as the
first frost set in, the boulder tops lay under the surface, and
the earlier-formed crust of ice stretched over them; but, as
frequently happens when the temperature sinks suddenly
below the freezing point, a great shrinking of the water took
place : the ice, unsupported from beneath, leaned for a little
while on the boulders, and then giving way on both sides,
half-way between their summits and the shore, and, as a
direct consequence, cracking also directly over them, the sum-
mits came through, and the ice-sheets lay reclining in masses
against them, broken by faults, and shivered by transverse
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