http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1851-Miller-Impressions/README.htm
274 FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF

their exact degrees of originality; above all, brings hundreds
around him to experience an interest they never felt before, in
questions of science; lmparts facts to them never to be for<
gotten, and habits of observation not to be relinquished; in
short, communicates to all its members a disposition of mind
exactly the reverse of that indolent and passive quiescence of
mood which Puseyism so strongly inculcates by homily and
novelette, on at least its lay adherents. Truly, it is by no
means strange that the revived principle, and those organs of
the public press which it influences, should be determined
enemies of the British Association. It is, however, but just
to add, that Tractarianism and its myrmidons have not been
the only assailants. Tractarianism first raised the fog, but not
a few good simple people of the opposite party have since got
bewildered in it; and, through the confusion incident on losing
their way, they have fallen in the quarrel into the ranks of
their antagonists, and have been doing battle in their behalf.*
On quitting the Puseyite chapel, I met a funeral, the first I
had seen in England. It was apparently that of a person in
the middle walks, and I was a good deal struck with its dis-
similarity, in various points, to our Scotch funerals of the same
class. The coffin of planed elm, finished off with all the care
usually bestowed on pieces of household furniture made of the
commoner forest hardwood, was left uncolored, save on the
_edges, which, like those of a mourning card, were belted with
black. There was no pall covering it; and, instead of being
borne on staves, or on the shoulders, it was carried, basket-
like, by the handles. An official, bearing a gilded baton,
marched in front; some six or eight gentlemen in black paced
slowly beside the bearers; a gentleman and lady, in deep

* As shown by the assaults on the Association of such organs of the
Jow Church party as the Dublin ¢ Statesman > and London ¢ Record.”
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